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more potent than ounce doses or choking pills of allopathy. I
assure the reader that the effect of purifying non-co-operation is
more certain than the effect of homoeopathic medicine. I do wish,
therefore, that everywhere non-co-operators will insist upon due
fulfilment of all the conditions of civil disobedience. One may be
a lawyer, title-holder, even a councillor and yet properly eligible
for civil disobedience if he is sincerely non-violent in thought, word
and deed, wears hand-spun khadi as a sacred duty, shuns untouch-
ability as an intolerable evil and believes in the unity of all races
and classes of India, as for all time essential for the well-being and
the attainment, as also retention, of swaraj.
AGGRESSIVE v. DEFENSIVE
It is now necessary to understand the exact distinction between
aggressive civil disobedience and defensive. Aggressive, assertive or
offensive civil disobedience is non-violent, wilful disobedience of
laws of the State whose breach does not involve moral turpitude
and which is undertaken as a symbol of revolt against the State.
Thus, disregard of laws relating to revenue or regulation of personal
conduct for the convenience of the State, although such laws in
themselves inflict no hardship and do not require to be altered,
would be assertive, aggressive or offensive civil disobedience.
Defensive civil disobedience, on the other hand, is involuntary
or reluctant non-violent disobedience of such laws as are in them-
selves bad and obedience to which would be inconsistent with
one's self-respect or human dignity. Thus formation of Volunteer
Corps for peaceful purposes, holding of public meetings for like
purposes, publication of articles not contemplating or inciting to
violence in spite of prohibitory orders, is defensive civil disobedience.
And so is conducting of peaceful picketing undertaken with a view
to wean people from things or institutions picketed in spite of
orders to the contrary. The fulfilment of the conditions mentioned
above is as necessary for defensive civil disobedience as for offensive
civil disobedience.
A WELL-DESERVED SNUB
Mr. P. V. Hanmantrao of Tanjore is reported to have apolo-
gized and asked the Madras Government for discharge. The latter
have properly asked for security on the ground that a non-co-
operator has betrayed the trust reposed in him. The Madras Gov-
ernment say that Mr. Subramania Siva, a prisoner who was ailing
and who applied for his discharge, undertook not to take part in
politics for some time and has now turned round and denies hav-
ing apologized, Mr. Subramania Siva is a well-known public